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ABSTRACT

This article presents a psychological review of Sharia economic imagology in the narratives of ulama
figures in children’s stories. This study aims to analyze how ulama-centered children’s stories are
constructed as educational media for Sharia economic values that align with early childhood
psychological development. Using a qualitative descriptive approach, this study employs content
analysis of three illustrated children’s storybooks containing Sharia economic narratives. The analysis
focuses on character representation, narrative structure, symbolic elements, and psychological
mechanisms embedded in the stories. The findings reveal that Sharia economic values are presented in
concrete, contextual, and narrative forms through emotionally safe ulama figures. Children’s economic
understanding is constructed through psychological mechanisms such as observational learning,
positive emotional reinforcement, simple narrative cause-effect patterns, and behavioral habituation
through repeated routines. In addition, the stories demonstrate variations in psychological approaches,
including reflective emotional experiences, social and relational awareness, and consistent role
modeling. These findings indicate that ulama-centered narratives function as psychologically grounded
media for Sharia economic education in children’s literature.
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INTRODUCTION

Sharia economic education for early childhood faces fundamental challenges of a
psychological and pedagogical nature [1], [2], [3], [4]- At early developmental stages,
children have not yet developed sufficient abstract thinking abilities to comprehend
economic concepts such as halal-haram, zakat, sadaqah, or barakah in a conceptual and
normative manner. Instead, children make sense of the world primarily through
concrete experiences, visual symbols, emotional relationships, and figures perceived as
familiar and trustworthy. Consequently, approaches that rely on direct explanations,
formal definitions, or rule-based instruction often fail to align with children’s ways of
constructing understanding and meaning.

Developmental psychology consistently demonstrates that young children
acquire values not through complex logical reasoning, but through narratives, role
models, and emotionally safe experiences [5], [6], [7], [8], [9]. Stories function as a
primary medium because they present imaginable events, identifiable characters, and
simple cause-effect structures that are accessible to children’s cognitive and emotional
capacities. Within this framework, children’s literature—particularly illustrated
storybooks—plays a strategic role as a medium for value education [10], [11], [12],
including economic values grounded in Sharia principles.

In recent years, scholarly attention to Sharia economic education for children has
increased, particularly in the fields of Islamic education and early childhood studies.
However, much of the existing literature continues to emphasize normative, curricular,
or theological dimensions, such as the formulation of learning objectives, curriculum
integration, and doctrinal explanations of economic principles [1], [2], [3], [4], [13], [14].
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While these studies provide important foundations, they often pay limited attention to
how Sharia economic values are psychologically mediated through learning materials,
particularly narrative texts designed for young children.

Recent studies have increasingly emphasized the importance of integrating
economic education into early childhood learning contexts through developmentally
appropriate approaches. Research in early childhood education highlights that
economic concepts introduced at an early age are more effectively internalized when
embedded in meaningful narratives and social contexts rather than presented as
abstract instruction [2], [13]. Similarly, studies in moral and character education
underscore the role of stories and role models in shaping children’s value orientation
and behavioral tendencies [14], [15].

In the field of Islamic and Sharia economic education, recent scholarship has
primarily focused on curriculum design, learning outcomes, and normative frameworks
for introducing economic values to children [1], [3], [4]. While these studies contribute
to conceptual clarity, they often overlook the psychological processes through which
children engage with educational content, particularly narrative texts. Moreover,
empirical and conceptual analyses that examine children’s storybooks as pedagogical
artifacts from a developmental psychology perspective remain relatively scarce.

At the intersection of children’s literature and educational psychology, recent
journal articles have begun to explore how character representation, emotional tone,
and narrative structure influence children’s meaning-making processes [7], [15].
However, such approaches have rarely been applied to the context of Sharia economic
education or to ulama-centered narratives specifically. This indicates a gap in the
literature concerning how Sharia economic values are psychologically mediated through
narrative forms designed for early childhood audiences.

At the same time, a growing body of research in children’s literature and
educational psychology highlights the importance of character representation and
narrative structure in shaping children’s understanding of values. Narratives featuring
ulama figures—such as kiai or elderly religious leaders—possess distinctive
psychological characteristics that are culturally and symbolically significant [15], [16],
[17], [18], [19], [20], [21]. These figures are commonly perceived as wise, calm, and
nurturing, and thus function as emotionally safe role models for children. In child
psychology, consistent, gentle, and trustworthy adult figures facilitate identification
processes, allowing values to be internalized more effectively without explicit or
instructional delivery.

This narrative strategy aligns with the concept of Sharia economic imagology,
understood as a mode of conveying Islamic economic values through the construction of
character images and life narratives that represent everyday economic practices. Values
such as honesty, responsibility, social care, balance between personal interests and the
surrounding environment, and orientation toward collective benefit are presented not
as abstract principles, but as concrete actions embodied by characters within stories.
Through this process, children do not merely acquire declarative knowledge of Sharia
economics, but begin to construct understanding through observation, emotional
engagement, and narrative experience.

Despite the growing use of children’s stories as educational media, there is
limited scholarly understanding of how Sharia economic values are constructed and
communicated psychologically within narrative texts for young children. Existing
studies have not sufficiently addressed how narrative elements—such as character
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portrayal, symbolic representation, and emotional framing—function to support
children’s construction of economic understanding. As a result, it remains unclear
whether ulama-centered children’s stories merely transmit religious messages or
operate as psychologically grounded educational media capable of fostering meaningful
and developmentally appropriate economic understanding.

Based on this gap, the present study focuses on analyzing the educational
content of Sharia economic values in three illustrated children’s storybooks centered on
ulama figures, as illustrated in Figure 1. Using a child developmental psychology
approach, this study aims to: (1) analyze the psychological characteristics of Sharia
economic educational content embedded in ulama-centered children’s stories; (2)
identify the psychological mechanisms through which children’s understanding of
Sharia economics is constructed within narrative texts; and (3) examine variations in
child psychology approaches across different ulama-centered story products.. Through
this analysis, the study seeks to illuminate not only what Sharia economic values are
conveyed, but how those values operate psychologically within narrative texts designed
for early childhood audiences.
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Figure 1. Ulama-centered children’s storybooks containing Sharia economic imagology content.

The primary objective of this article is to demonstrate that ulama-centered
narratives in children’s stories function not merely as media of religious preaching or
literacy, but as psychologically grounded forms of economic education. Theoretically,
this study integrates perspectives from developmental psychology, children’s literature,
and Sharia economic education into a unified analytical framework. Practically, the
findings are expected to inform educators, children’s book authors, and instructional
material developers in designing child-friendly, narrative-based Sharia economic
content that aligns with children’s psychological developmental stages.

RESEARCH METHODS

This study employs a qualitative-descriptive approach using content analysis
to examine three illustrated children’s storybooks based on Sharia economic
imagology. Content analysis was selected because the study does not aim to observe
children’s responses or classroom learning practices directly, but rather to analyze
story texts as educational products deliberately designed to construct knowledge and
provide behavioral exemplars for early childhood learners. The overall analytical
procedure used in this study is illustrated in Figure 2, which outlines the stages of
content selection, categorization, and psychological interpretation.
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Figure 2. Content analysis method of Sharia economic imagology using a child educational psychology
approach.

The research objects consist of three children’s storybooks that present ulama
figures as the central narrative focus. The three illustrated children’s storybooks
analyzed in this paper are Kisah Bijak Mbah Dacin [22], Kiai Sepuh & Juragan Nangka
[23], and Romo Kiai Hamid & Penjudi [24]. Each book is analyzed as a pedagogical text
containing Sharia economic values conveyed through narrative events, dialogues,
visual illustrations, and story structures. The selection of these texts was conducted
purposively, based on the consideration that they represent diverse narrative
strategies for communicating economic values to children.

The analysis focuses on story content that demonstrates efforts to construct
Sharia economic knowledge and to present behavioral examples that may be emulated
by children. The units of analysis include character representations, depicted
economic situations, cause-effect relationships within the narrative, and portrayals of
character actions that embody educational values. Relevant data in the form of
narrative excerpts, dialogues, and visual descriptions were collected as the basis for
interpretation.

The analytical process involved intensive reading of the texts, identification of
data supporting knowledge construction and behavioral exemplification, and
interpretation of the data through a child developmental psychology perspective. This
analysis was directed toward understanding how story content is designed to align
with the ways children construct understanding through narrative experiences and
role modeling.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This section presents and discusses the findings of the content analysis by
integrating systematic textual observations from the analyzed storybooks with
perspectives from developmental psychology. Rather than separating results from
interpretation, the discussion is structured to show how specific narrative features
function psychologically in constructing children’s understanding of Sharia economic
values. The analysis treats children’s stories not merely as literary texts, but as
educational artifacts intentionally designed to shape knowledge, meaning, and
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behavioral orientation through narrative forms that align with early childhood
cognitive, emotional, and social development.

The discussion is organized around three analytical foci that correspond to the
research questions. The first focuses on the psychological characteristics of Sharia
economic educational content embedded in ulama-centered narratives. The second
examines the psychological mechanisms through which children’s understanding of
Sharia economics is constructed within the stories. The third explores variations in
child psychology approaches across the three story products.

Together, these analyses illustrate how imagological representations of ulama
figures are constructed as psychologically grounded media for Sharia economic
education. Specifically, the narratives are designed to support children’s meaning-
making through concrete experiences, emotional engagement, social awareness, and
repeated behavioral modeling in ways that are developmentally appropriate.

Psychological Characteristics of Sharia Economic Educational Content in Ulama-
Centered Children’s Stories

To address the first research question concerning the psychological
characteristics of Sharia economic educational content in ulama-centered children’s
stories, the analysis focuses on how story texts are constructed to align with the ways
early childhood learners understand the world. The content analysis is not directed
toward measuring the empirical impact on child readers, but rather toward examining
representations of economic values embedded in narratives, characters, and events that
potentially support processes of knowledge construction and behavioral modeling.
From a developmental psychology perspective, story content is interpreted as a
symbolic medium designed to provide learning experiences that are concrete,
emotionally safe, and narratively meaningful.

The findings indicate that the three storybooks consistently present Sharia
economic values through recurring patterns, including the depiction of characters’
everyday activities, representations of ulama figures as role models, and the use of
visual symbols and storylines that are easy to follow. These patterns suggest a
pedagogical awareness in story construction, in which economic values are not
conveyed as abstract concepts, but are embedded in the lived experiences of characters
that can be observed and gradually interpreted by children. A summary of the content
analysis results is presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Content Analysis Results: Psychological Characteristics of Sharia Economic Education
in Ulama-Centered Children’s Stories

No Psychological Indicators in the Analyzed Psychological
Characteristics  Story Content Forms Interpretation

1 Concrete and Economic activities ~ Scenes of Is designed to support
contextual appear in working, trading, children’s understanding

characters’ daily sharing, and of economic values
lives managing through representations of
resources real-life experiences.

2 Based on Ulama figures are Gentle dialogue, Characters function as role
emotionally safe  depicted as calm, wise attitudes, models that children can
adult figures patient, and guiding and consistent easily identify with and

actions trust

3 Use of child- Economic values Visual Concrete symbols help
comprehensible are visualized illustrations, children connect actions
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symbols through actions and changes in with  meaning without
situational changes  characters’ abstract explanations
conditions, and
environmental
responses
4 Implicit and Value messages are  Cause-effect Children construct
narrative not conveyed storylines and understanding  gradually
delivery directly narrative through narrative rather
developments than explicit instruction

The concrete and contextual presentation of economic values is particularly
evident in the story Mbah Dacin [22]. Economic values are not introduced through
terminology or definitions, but through characters’ everyday activities that are familiar
to children. The depiction of daily routines, such as “Every morning, Mbah Dacin walks
along the streets carrying a small bag and a traditional gold scale,” aligns with cognitive
developmental perspectives emphasizing that young children understand concepts
through concrete and situational experiences. Within this framework, economic
experience is presented as part of the character’s real life, enabling children to construct
understanding schemas without confronting abstract concepts that exceed their
developmental stage.

Di sabuah kota pesisir yang ramai, hiduplah seorang kakek
baik hati bernama Mbah Dacin

Mbah Dacin tinggal di Kota Pasuruan, kota yang memilikl
pasar dan pelabuhan yang cukup besar dan ramai

Setiap pagl, Mbah Dacin ber@alan menyusurt [alanan sambd
membawa tas kecll dan sebuah timbangan emas tradisional
“Tok... tok... tok..”

Suara langkah teromgah Mbah Dacin selalu terdengar pelan
tapi past

Slapakah Mbah Dacin?

Anak-anak di pasar sering bertanya,
"Mbah, kenapa namanya Mbah Dacin?* &
Mbah Dacin tersenyum ssmbil mengangkat timbangansya,
“Hebe_.. karena Mbah selalu membawa dacin kecil ind untuk
menimbang emas. Supaya adil dan tidak curang” katanya
lembut.

Timbangannya kecil, tapl sangat teliti

Mbah Dacin tidak pernah mengurang timbangan,
meskipun sedikit,

Figure 3. Character orientation segment in the story of Mbah Dacin

The representation of emotionally safe adult figures is also consistently observed
across the three stories and can be explained through social learning theory. In Mbah
Dacin [22], gentle dialogue such as “So that it is fair and not dishonest,” delivered with a
smile and calm demeanor, illustrates how the character functions as a positive
behavioral model. According to observational learning theory, children tend to imitate
behaviors demonstrated by figures perceived as significant, consistent, and trustworthy.
The portrayal of ulama figures as calm and guiding supports children’s identification
with the characters, allowing economic values to be more easily internalized.
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Mbah Dacin berdagang dengan Jujur

Suatu hari, seorang |bu membed emas,

“Mbah, ini emasnya pas ya imbangannya?” tanya ibu itu,
Mbah Dacin menjawab,

“Insyaaliah pas, Nak, Berdagang itu harus jujure, Supays
rezekinya halal.”

Ibu ity pun tersenyum senang.

“Terima kasih, Mbah, Saya percaya.®

Mbah Dacin Ingat berbagi

Setelah selesai berdagang, Mbah Dacin selalu
berkata pada pembelinya,

Jangan Jupa ya, Nak, sisihkan sedikit rezeki untuk
zakat atau sedekah.”

*lya, Mbah" jawab mereka sambil mengangguk.
Dalam hati, Mbah Dacin berdoa,

“Ya Allah, terima kasih atas rezeki hari ini.”

Figure 4. Image of Mbah Dacin as an honest trader

The use of symbols that are easily understood by children is also prominent in
the story Kiai Sepuh and Juragan Nangka [23]. Changes in the condition of the orchard—
such as when Juragan Nangka states, “All my jackfruits suddenly rotted”—function as
concrete symbols representing shifts in economic circumstances. From a developmental
psychology perspective, such symbols help children intuitively grasp cause-effect
relationships. Children are not required to analyze situations logically, but are invited to
observe visible changes and associate them with the character’s prior behavior. This
approach aligns with how children develop moral and social understanding through
observing tangible consequences.

Kiai Sepuh menghampiri pemilik kebun itu, seorang petani
kaya dengan julukan Juragan Nangka.

“MasyaAllah, panennya luar biasa,” kata Kiai Sepuh.
Juragan Nangka tersenyum lebar,

"Hehehe... tentu saja, Kiai. Kebun saya paling subur se-desal”
Kiai Sepuh lalu bertanya lembut,

“Apakah panjenengan tidak ingin berbagi sedikit nangka
kepada warga atau tetangga?”
Juragan Nangka langsung memalingkan wajah,

“Ah... semuanya sudah laku terjual,” katanya sambil pura-
pura sibuk.

Kial Sepuh hanya tersenyum dan melanjutkan langkahnya.

Ksamuanya

+4 Musibah di Kebun Nangka

Beberapa hari kemudian, Kiai Sepuh kembali melewati
kebun itu.

la melihat Juragan Nangka duduk termenung
sendirian.

"Ada apa, Pak?" tanya Kiai Sepuh,

Dengan wajah sedih, Juragan menjawab,

“Kiai... semua nangka saya tiba-tiba busuk,

Bakal buahnya juga rontok habis,

Padahal hari ini ada pembeli dari luar kota..."

Figure 5. Image depicting changes in the antagonist’s economic situation in the story of Kiai Sepuh

The implicit and narrative delivery of economic messages across the stories can
also be explained through theories of moral development. At early stages, children
evaluate actions not based on abstract principles, but through emotional and relational
experiences. In the story Romo Kiai Hamid [24], the transformation of money into
“worms and a foul smell” serves as a narratively powerful emotional experience.
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Children are not given commands or normative explanations, but are guided to derive
meaning through the storyline and the characters’ emotional responses. This pattern
supports the gradual development of moral understanding in ways appropriate to
children’s developmental stages.

Benar saja, penjudi itu menang banyak uang
la segera kemball ke rumah Romo Kiai Hamid,
"Saya menang, KiaiT" katanya senang.

dan danbh,

¢ Uang yang Berubah Menjijikkan
Penjud memasukkan vangnya ke datam
kuali, laks Romo Kial Kamid menutupnya
dengan kain
“Sekarang coba buka,” kata befiau
Ketika kain dluka
*Uuuhr
Uang itu berubah menjadi ulat-udat dan
bau busuk.
Penjuds Ru mundur ketakutan,

Figure 6. Emotional imagery in the resolution of the story symbolizing wealth derived from negative sources
in the story of Kiai Hamid

This narrative approach is also evident in the closing of the Mbah Dacin story,
when the character reflects, “Sustenance is not only for keeping, but also for sharing.”
This statement appears as a personal reflection following a sequence of sharing actions,
rather than as a standalone pedagogical instruction. In educational psychology, value
learning that emerges from experiential reflection is considered more meaningful than
direct message delivery, as children build understanding through connections among
actions, emotions, and meaning.

# Pesan dari Mbah Dacin

Sebelum tidur, Mbah Dacin tersenyum bahagia,
la merasa hatinya hangat.

*Rezekl itu bukan hanya untuk disimpan, tapl juga
untuk dibagikan,” katanya pelan,

Dan sejak itu, anak-anak di Pasuruan tahu,

bahwa berdagang dengan jujur, halal, dan suka
berbagi akan membawa kebahagiaan,

Tamat

Figure 7. Value education delivered in the coda section of the story

In sum, the integration of textual excerpts and psychological theory
demonstrates that the three books consciously employ child-appropriate psychological
mechanisms to construct economic understanding. Sharia economic values are
conveyed through concrete experiences, character-based role modeling, visual
symbolism, and reflective narratives that align with children’s cognitive, social, and
emotional development. These findings reinforce the position of ulama-centered
children’s stories as educational texts that are not only culturally and religiously
relevant, but also possess strong legitimacy from a developmental psychology
perspective. These findings indicate that the psychological characteristics identified in
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the stories are constructed at the narrative level, reflecting deliberate alignment with
early childhood developmental principles rather than demonstrating empirical learning
effects.

Psychological Mechanisms in Building Children’s Understanding of Sharia
Economics

To address the second research question, the content analysis focuses on the
psychological mechanisms employed by the story texts in constructing children’s
understanding of Sharia economics. In this context, psychological mechanisms are
understood as the ways in which stories organize characters, events, and narrative
structures so that children can grasp economic meanings through observation,
emotional experiences, and repeated behaviors, without requiring direct conceptual
explanations. Through this approach, children’s stories are interpreted as educational
texts that implicitly guide children’s learning processes through their narrative
structures.

The analysis reveals that the three stories employ relatively consistent
psychological mechanisms, albeit with varying emphases. These mechanisms include
learning through observation of characters (modeling), reinforcement of positive
emotions, presentation of simple narrative cause-effect patterns, and value habituation
through repeated character routines. A summary of the content analysis results is
presented in Table 2.

Table 2. Content Analysis Results: Psychological Mechanisms in Building
Children’s Understanding of Sharia Economics

No Psychological Indicators in the Analyzed Content Psychological
Mechanism Story Forms Interpretation
1 Modeling and Characters Characters’ actions of Children learn economic
observational consistently working, trading, and values by observing
learning demonstrate sharing characters’ behaviors
economic practices
2 Positive emotional Economic values are Gentle dialogue, Positive emotions
reinforcement associated with expressions of strengthen children’s
feelings of safety and  happiness, and attachment to the displayed
calm emotional stability of values
characters
3 Simple narrative Changes in Storylines showing Children intuitively
cause-effect characters’ gradual situational understand the relationship
patterns conditions follow changes between actions and their
behavioral choices consequences
4 Habituation Positive behaviors Repeated scenes and Economic values are
through narrative  are presented as habitual actions of understood as consistent
repetition routines characters life habits

The mechanism of modeling and observational learning is clearly evident in the

story Mbah Dacin [22]. The main character does not explain concepts such as honesty or
justice in theoretical terms, but instead demonstrates them through repeated actions,
such as “Mbah Dacin never reduces the weight on the scale, not even slightly.” This
depiction constructs a narrative condition in which children may learn through
observation of the character’'s behavior. Psychologically, this pattern supports
observational learning, whereby children derive economic meaning from what
characters do rather than from abstract verbal explanations.
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Positive emotional reinforcement also emerges as an important mechanism
across the three stories. In Mbah Dacin, a warm emotional atmosphere is created
through simple dialogue and expressions of happiness, for example when the character
says, “Sustenance is not only for keeping, but also for sharing,” while feeling a sense of
warmth before going to sleep. The calm and joyful emotions accompanying these
economic behaviors help children associate economic values with positive feelings,
making the values easier to accept and remember.

Figure 8. Image of Mbah Dacin demonstrating repeated positive actions

Simple narrative cause-effect patterns are particularly prominent in the story
Kiai Sepuh and Juragan Nangka [23]. Changes in the condition of the orchard—when “all
my jackfruits suddenly rotted”—are presented as part of a storyline that unfolds
sequentially. Children are not confronted with complex explanations, but are invited to
observe changes in the character’s situation as a continuation of earlier behavioral
choices. This pattern allows children to understand that economic actions have social
and emotional consequences without creating excessive tension.

A similar mechanism is also evident in Romo Kiai Hamid [24], where changes in
the meaning of money are conveyed through a narrative symbol-—money transforming
into “worms and a foul smell.” This symbol functions as a powerful narrative experience
while remaining embedded within the story context. Children are not required to draw
abstract conclusions, but are guided to understand meaning through the sequence of
events and the emotional responses of the characters.

/o itu ulat
dan darah,

Figure 9. Image of an antagonist facing adverse conditions after engaging in negative actions

Habituation through narrative repetition is especially apparent in the story Mbah
Dacin, where positive economic behaviors are depicted as daily routines. Repeated
scenes of honest trading, reminders to share, and acts of helping others construct the
understanding that economic values are not momentary actions, but integral parts of
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everyday life. From a child psychology perspective, such repetition supports the
formation of stable and long-term understanding.

Overall, the psychological mechanisms identified through content analysis
indicate that the three stories construct children’s understanding of Sharia economics in
ways that align with their cognitive and emotional development. Understanding is not
shaped through direct instruction, but through observation of characters, positive
emotional experiences, simple cause-effect narratives, and behavioral habituation
embedded in storytelling. These findings affirm that ulama-centered children’s stories
function as psychologically effective media for economic education. These findings
suggest that the psychological mechanisms observed emerge from narrative design and
character representation, illustrating how Sharia economic meanings are constructed
within the texts rather than measured through children’s behavioral responses.

Variations in Child Psychology Approaches across Three Story Products

Although the three stories are analyzed within the same framework of Sharia
economic imagology, the content analysis reveals variations in the psychological
approaches used to convey economic values to children. These variations are evident in
how the stories construct emotional experiences, social relationships, and behavioral
habituation through narrative structures and character representations. Rather than
indicating contradiction, these differences are complementary, collectively addressing
the diverse psychological developmental needs of children.

This analysis views variations in psychological approaches as narrative
strategies that enable Sharia economic values to be understood through different
pathways, such as emotional reflection, social awareness, and behavioral habituation.
Accordingly, the three stories can be understood as representing a spectrum of child
psychology approaches that enrich narrative-based economic education. A summary of
the analysis of these psychological variations is presented in Table 3.

Table 3. Variations in Child Psychology Approaches across Three Sharia Economic Story Products

No Psychological Core Characteristics Dominant Psychological Implications
Approach Story
1 Reflective Emphasis on symbolic Romo Kiai Encourages children’s self-
emotional elements and emotional Hamid & awareness through
experience responses of characters Penjudi meaningful emotional
experiences
2 Social and Focus on characters’ Kiai Sepuh & Helps children understand
relational relationships ~ with  the Juragan economic meaning within a
awareness community and Nangka context of social
environment togetherness
3 Habituation and Repeated routines of Mbah Dacin Supports internalization of
consistent role positive behavior economic values as everyday
modeling life habits

The reflective emotional experience approach is most strongly manifested in the
story Romo Kiai Hamid & Penjudi [24]. The narrative is structured to present emotional
experiences that encourage reflection in both the character and child readers. The scene
in which the gambler’s money transforms into “worms and a foul smell” constructs a
symbol with strong emotional impact. Rather than being accompanied by lengthy
explanations, this symbol is followed by Kiai Hamid'’s reflective question, “Would you be
willing to feed your children and wife money that is rotten and full of worms like this?”
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Through this narrative experience, children are invited to understand economic
meaning through empathy and self-awareness rather than direct instruction.

'~ Nasihat yang Mengubah Hidup

Romo Kial Hamid berkata dengan suara lembut
tapi tegas,

“Itulah gambaran isi perut penjudi di akhirat
nanti.”

Beliau melanjutkan,

“Apakah kamu rela anak dan istrimu diberi
makan uang yang busuk dan berulat seperts ini?”
Penjudi itu menangis.

“Saya tidak mau lagi berjudi, Kiai,,.”

Figure 10. Image of an ulama advising the antagonist character

The social and relational awareness approach is particularly prominent in the
story Kiai Sepuh & Juragan Nangka [23]. Economic values are positioned not merely as
individual concerns, but as part of social relationships between characters and their
surrounding environment. The depiction of villagers who “gaze at the jackfruit while
swallowing their saliva,” along with Kiai Sepuh’s question about sharing with neighbors,
illustrates how economic meaning is constructed within a communal context. When
Juragan Nangka eventually shares his harvest and experiences inner calm, the story
reinforces that children’s economic understanding is oriented toward social awareness
rather than personal gain alone.

Doa dan Keajaiban

Kiai Sepuh berkata pelan,

“Ikuti doa yang Kiai baca ya."

la merapalkan,

“Allahumma, nangka berbuah besar dan harum.”

Kcobn ambil
- - nangka itu!”
Lalu Kiai Sepuh berkata, OB 4™ ¢ ==
"Sekarang, coba ambil nangka di ujung & P ' Ve
belakang kebun.”
Juragan ragu, tapi tetap menurut.
“Lho..I"

Di sana berdiri satu pohon nangka, buahnya
besar-besar dan harum.
Juragan Nangka terkejut dan kemudian
menunduk malu.

Figure 11. Image of an ulama resolving the antagonist’s problem through a religious approach

Meanwhile, the habituation and consistent role modeling approach is most
dominant in the story Mbah Dacin [22]. Economic values are presented through
repeated daily routines, such as carefully weighing gold, reminding customers to share,
and providing food to those in need. The statement “Mbah Dacin never reduces the
scale, not even slightly” serves as a depiction of stable habit formation. Such repetition
constructs the understanding that economic values are not momentary actions, but
integral to everyday life practiced consistently.

The variation in psychological approaches across the three stories demonstrates
that Sharia economic education for children is not delivered through a single pathway.
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Instead, the stories offer a combination of psychological strategies that simultaneously
engage children’s emotional, social, and habitual dimensions. By presenting reflective
experiences, social relationships, and routine role modeling, the three story products
complement one another in building children’s understanding of Sharia economics in
ways that align with their developmental stages. These findings demonstrate that the
variations in psychological approaches function as narrative strategies embedded in the
stories, offering multiple pathways for meaning construction without implying
differential empirical outcomes among child readers.

Synthesis of Analysis: Ulama-Centered Narratives as Psychological Media for
Children’s Economic Education

Taken together, these findings underscore that the results reflect analytically
derived interpretations of textual content, emphasizing narrative construction and
psychological plausibility rather than direct evidence of learning effectiveness. The
synthesis of content analysis across the three stories indicates that Sharia economic
education for children through ulama-centered narratives operates through an
integrated psychological construction encompassing content characteristics, learning
mechanisms, and variations in child psychology approaches. These three dimensions do
not function independently, but rather reinforce one another in shaping economic
understanding that aligns with how young children perceive and interpret the world.

In terms of content characteristics, the analyzed stories consistently present
economic values in concrete, contextual, and narrative forms. Economic values are not
positioned as abstract concepts, but are embedded in characters’ everyday experiences,
observable visual symbols, and emotionally safe adult figures. These characteristics
ensure that story content corresponds to children’s cognitive and affective
developmental stages, allowing meaning-making processes to unfold naturally and
progressively.

From the perspective of psychological mechanisms, children’s understanding of
Sharia economics is constructed through observational learning from characters,
positive emotional reinforcement, simple narrative cause-effect patterns, and
behavioral habituation through repeated routines. These mechanisms demonstrate that
children’s stories function as implicit learning spaces, where children are guided not
through direct instruction but through narrative experiences that connect actions,
emotions, and meaning.

Meanwhile, the variation in child psychology approaches across the three stories
highlights that Sharia economic education is not monolithic. Each story emphasizes a
distinct psychological pathway—reflective emotional experience, social and relational
awareness, and habituation through consistent role modeling—each targeting different
aspects of children’s development. This variation enriches narrative strategies and
allows stories to be flexibly utilized according to children’s developmental needs and
contextual learning environments.

This synthesis confirms that Sharia economic imagology in ulama-centered
narratives is not merely a strategy for conveying religious values, but constitutes a
psychologically grounded medium for children’s economic education with internal
coherence and theoretical legitimacy. By integrating concrete experiences, role
modeling, positive emotions, and meaningful narrative structures, ulama-centered
children’s stories are able to construct Sharia economic understanding in ways that
resonate with the psychological world of early childhood. These findings provide a

pg. 143



Journal of Language and Literature Education (JoLaLE)
Volume 2, No 4 — Desember 2025
e-ISSN : 3046-7373

LE

Journal of Language and Literature Education

strong foundation for drawing conclusions regarding the relevance and contribution of
narrative-based approaches in Sharia economic education for children.

CONCLUSION

In line with the objectives of this study, the content analysis demonstrates that
ulama-centered children’s stories are narratively constructed to embody specific
psychological characteristics that align with early childhood development. Sharia
economic values are consistently presented in concrete, contextual, and narrative forms
through everyday activities, child-comprehensible symbols, and emotionally safe adult
figures. These characteristics indicate that the educational content is designed to
support children’s meaning-making processes at the textual level, rather than to
introduce abstract economic concepts through direct explanation.

With regard to the second objective, the analysis identifies psychological
mechanisms embedded in the narrative structures of the stories. These mechanisms
include observational learning through character modeling, positive emotional framing,
simple narrative cause-effect patterns, and habituation through repeated routines. The
findings suggest that children’s understanding of Sharia economics is constructed
narratively, through exposure to patterned actions, emotional cues, and symbolic
consequences, without reliance on explicit instruction or normative exposition.

Addressing the third objective, the study reveals variations in child psychology
approaches across the three story products. These variations take the form of reflective
emotional experiences, social and relational awareness, and consistent role modeling
through habituated behavior. Rather than indicating inconsistency, this variation
represents a complementary spectrum of narrative strategies that allows Sharia
economic values to be framed through multiple psychological pathways corresponding
to different dimensions of children’s cognitive, emotional, and social development.

Theoretically, this study affirms the relevance of Sharia economic imagology as
an analytically grounded framework within developmental psychology and children’s
literature studies. Practically, the findings provide a conceptual basis for the design and
evaluation of narrative-based children’s storybooks and educational materials that aim
to convey Sharia economic values in developmentally appropriate ways. Overall, the
study positions ulama-centered narratives not merely as vehicles of religious
messaging, but as psychologically informed educational texts that construct economic
meaning through narrative form, symbolism, and character representation.
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