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ABSTRACT 
Sierra Leone’s brutal civil war (1991–2002) bequeathed a dark history of mass atrocities, war crimes, 
crimes against humanity, and systematic gender-based violence. Therefore, the Special Court for Sierra 
Leone (SCSL) was created in 2002 as a hybrid international court to try the perpetrators responsible for 
these crimes. This research examines the framework, jurisdiction, and achievements of the SCSL as a 
post-conflict accountability and justice-delivering court. This study aims to critically assess the 
contribution of the SCSL to transitional justice by examining the prosecution of high-level perpetrators, 
the response of the SCSL to sexual and gender-based violence, the strengthening of community outreach 
through outreach programs, and the nation-building of local judiciaries. Using a qualitative approach 
based on case study methods, the study examines five central aspects of SCSL activity. The evidence was 
generated from primary sources such as court judgments, government reports, and policy reports, as 
well as from secondary literature: NGO reports, academic literature, and human rights reports. The 
cross-cutting themes and the impact—on legal, political, and social levels—of the tribunal were 
assessed through thematic analysis. The SCSL has set important new precedents in international law, 
such as the prosecution of a sitting head of state and the recognition of sexual violence as a distinct war 
crime. Its outreach and capacity-building programs served to promote legal literacy and institutional 
capacity in Sierra Leone, notwithstanding limitations with respect to funding, outreach to rural areas, 
and sustainability. The article argues that hybrid tribunals like the SCSL may be instructive for future 
post-conflict systems of justice insofar as they achieve a balance between international legal 
imperatives and local affinity. 
Keywords: Sierra Leone, transitional justice, post-conflict accountability, Special Court, hybrid 

tribunals 

 
INTRODUCTION  

The atrocities in the Sierra Leone Civil War (1991–2002), including the 
employment of child soldiers, rampant sexual violence, and the indiscriminate murder 
of civilians, are some of the worst horrors experienced in Africa post-colonization 
(Human Rights Watch, 2003). The country was left in need of immense rebuilding and 
justice after critical political and social institutions were destroyed, in addition to the 
loss of human life. The post-conflict period offered frameworks of legal reform, 
reconciliation, and mechanisms of accountability to help rebuild the collapsed society 
(Schabas, 2006). 

In response to these crimes, the SCSL, a hybrid tribunal combining ad hoc 
domestic and international law, was set up in 2002. Its objectives included seeking out 
individuals who held the most power and were responsible for such terrible violations 
of humanitarian and Sierra Leonean law. Unlike other international tribunals, the SCSL 
sought to increase local participation and ownership of the justice process through its 
unique hybrid structure (Wierda, 2009). 

Recent research has noted the increasing importance of hybrid courts in the 
context of transitional justice. Clark (2021) states that hybrid tribunals are capable of 
reconciling universal legal standards with local acceptance, particularly when there is 
weak institutional capacity in post-conflict nations. Aoláin et al. (2020) also maintain 
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that hybrid justice systems are better able to respond to the needs of the populace, thus 
promoting social trust and aiding peacebuilding efforts. Nevertheless, scholars like 
Drumbl (2022) argue that without sufficient engagement and inclusion of the rural 
populace, these courts risk being viewed as overly elitist and externally driven. 

The purpose of this article is to critically evaluate the SCSL’s role in fostering 
post-conflict accountability in Sierra Leone, considering its value in justice, the 
prosecution of gender violence, community participation, and institutional change. This 
work draws on more recent scholarship (e.g., Vinjamuri, 2023; Jalloh, 2021) that places 
the SCSL within the broader discourse on the legitimacy, functionality, and enduring 
relevance of the institutions of transitional justice. This article adds to the increasing 
debate on the role of hybrid tribunals in post-conflict settings by analyzing five key 
aspects of the SCSL’s activities through a qualitative lens. 

 
RESEARCH METHODS  

In the first place, it entailed carrying out qualitative research in order to 
appreciate fully how the Special Court for Sierra Leone’s (SCSL) operates, and what it 
does in the area of transitional justice. Qualitative methods, for example, can be used 
to shed light on complex and interrelated issues like justice, reconciliation and reforms 
of the institutions. The investigation seeks to do such content analysis of texts, cases 
and literature in order to derive knowledge of the SCSL’s involvement in providing 
justice and facilitating resolution in Sierra Leone(Marieke Wierda, n.d.). Therefore, this 
approach in the research enables one to appreciate the court’s methods of operation 
and what they have achieved in a more holistic manner as opposed to reporting on 
simply pass-fail rates. 

 
Research Design 

This study has a case study design focusing on five areas of the SCSL’s activities. 
These comprise of hi-profile prosecutions, gender-based violence cases, court’s 
outreach activities, institutional capacity building, and transitional justice in a wider 
sense. Each of these aspects represents a critical dimension of the court's mandate and 
also explains its achievements and failures. Looking at them helps this research 
greatly, in its formulating and explaining more in detail SCSL’s post conflict justice 
involvement in Sierra Leone (Schabas, 2006). For instance, in its case studies this 
research goes straight to the point of the court's attempts to deal with the country’s 
colonized history and social structure in more specific and different ways. 
Research Sample 

The primary and secondary sources utilized in this research are seamlessly 
integrated so as to ensure comprehensive research. Primary sources contain records 
and legal procedures of the Special Court for Sierra Leone (2013) such as notes, 
decisions, or orders issued during the SCSL. Secondary sources comprise reports of the 
UN and international NGOs, Amnesty International, and others, as well as other 
reports and monographs on integrating justice, hybrid courts, and rebuilding after war 
conflict (Jackson, 2002). These sources give legal practitioners also academic insights 
on the work of the SCSL on the recovery processes in Sierra Leone. 
 
Methods of Data Collection 

Judicial rulings, procedural documents, and other official documents belongs to 
the SCSL's official records that were accessed as part of primary data sources during 
the 2013 research of the Special Court for Sierra Leone. Other primary sources are 
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composed of policy papers, books, and articles that discuss broad areas of 
international law, international criminal law, and the transitional justice system 
(Schabas, 2006). To investigate these data, thematic analysis was carried out which 
enabled the researcher to detect and explain reappearing themes and patterns and 
even contradictions in the collected data. This method enabled us in making sense of 
the relationship between the SCSL’s activities and the wider context of rebuilding 
justice and society in Sierra Leone. 

In achieving this, both primary and secondary sources were effectively utilized 
in such a way that there is continuity. As a consequence, such an approach makes it 
possible to carry out detailed investigations which encompass the conceptual 
dimensions and practical aspects of the role played by the SCSL in the transitional 
justice process in the aftermath of civil wars in Sierra Leone. 

 
Research Flow Chart 

                    
 
Research Flow Chart Explanation: 

 The investigation opens with the identification of the research problem, which 
focuses on analyzing the impact and effectiveness of the Special Court for Sierra Leone 
within the scope of post-conflict justice. This is followed by a review of the latest 
publications in the modern scholarly literature discourse on hybrid tribunals. 

The qualitative methodology was chosen, as it appears to most aptly address the 
intricate legal and sociological phenomena associated with the subject under research. 
For this study, a case study approach was adopted, and thematic analysis was used as an 
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interpretative method to discern underlying relations in the information. The primary 
data included legal documents and rulings from the SCSL, while the secondary data 
comprised organizational and academic publications. 

The flowchart illustrates the analysis of the following five thematic areas: high-
profile prosecutions, gender-based violence, community outreach, institutional capacity 
building, and contributions to transitional justice. Each area of analysis was evaluated, 
taking into consideration the set objectives and the overall performance of the SCSL. 

The research has reached a conclusion, provided an evaluation of the Court, and 
synthesized the findings into recommendations and applicable lessons for future 
policies on transitional justice mechanisms. This systematic order ensures that the 
study is methodologically balanced while adding value to international justice and 
recovery from violent conflict. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
The Trial of Charles Taylor 

The case of a former President of Liberia, Charles Taylor has been prosecuted; It 
marks a groundbreaking moment in the history of international criminal justice. This is 
the case of Charles Taylor, who became the first serving head of state to be prosecuted 
at an international tribunal, it was in his case the PQW (People’s Quest for War) that 
terrorism and war crimes and crimes against humanity was advocated for global justice. 
Accused of terrorism, gruesome murder, and sexual slavery among others, 11 counts in 
total (Special Court for Sierra Leone, 2013), Taylor’s trial revealed the politics of 
international law in prosecuting political leaders for massive human rights violations. 

Due to security issues, the particular court hearing moved to The Hague and is 
atypical because it was the first time an active president was prosecuted by an 
international tribunal for crimes that were committed during his presidency. Taylor was 
charged for providing aid and support to the RUF (Revolutionary United Front) during 
the Sierra Leone Civil War and evidence indicated that he participated in the various 
crimes and brutal acts that were perpetrated by the RUF. Amongst these were genocidal 
executions, child soldiers, and other acts of extreme cruelty against civilians, especially 
women. The trial itself posed notable political, strategic, and even legal concerns. It 
rather reinforced the concept of responsibility which was a clear hint that nobody 
regardless of status was above the law. In contrast, Taylor’s set of charges aggravated 
the problems related to high profile international cases. Issues such as: witness bloc - 
Taylor involvement in subsequent political affairs in relation to geographic areas where 
he was involved; and international legal issues were some of the factors contributing to 
the conduct of the trial (Tejan-Cole, n.d.). The Taylor trial also brought up issues relating 
the depth and breadth of international justice and whether legal tools can help to 
maintain peace and security. 
 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) Prosecutions 

The prosecution of the leaders from the RUF further demonstrated the systemic 
nature of the commission of the crimes during the Sierra Leone Civil War. This faction, 
backed by some Western nations, was able to abduct and conscript children in Sierra 
Leone into warfare while executing forced amputations, that led to death, and mass 
indiscriminate slaughter. Figures like Issa Sesay and Morris Kallon were prosecuted for 
the directing of these crimes. The importance of the cases against them was how they 
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demonstrated the accountability of non-stat actors’ elements who were outside the 
government structure. 

The processes in which the RUF leaders were tried were special in the sense that 
they were some of the first in practice to influence the evolution of international law 
pertaining to armed groups. International Law had, in general, placed more emphasis on 
state actors, especially government troops, but the management of the leadership of the 
RUF by SCSL went beyond that. The court’s approach of indicting those individuals who 
were directly involved in planning and coordinating these acts of terror, not only 
rendered justice to the victims of the rampage of the RUF, but also assisted to policy, 
formulation of the rules of law, of armed groups accountability. It was a lesson in 
enabling international law to be broadened in such a way as to incorporate more than 
just interactions between states by seeking to understand the role and significance of 
non-state actors as many of them are involved in conflicts around the world (Marieke 
Wierda, n.d.) 
 
Gender-Based Violence Prosecutions 

The Special Court for Sierra Leone focused in its operations on Gender Based 
Violence during the course of its operations. It is pertinent to note that long before this 
court was formed, issues of sexual violence in conflict were often not addressed and 
placed as a lower importance than other crimes committed during war. It was SCSL 
which was the seat of so many milestones and perhaps the most notable was the 
incorporation of sexual violence during wartime as both a crime and a war crime; this 
was the first time such a thing happened. This legal progress marked a sea change in the 
way the world viewed legal justice in regard with gender-based violence across the 
world. 

The court’s handling of such barbaric forms of violence such as systematic rapes 
and sexual slavery or forced marriages achieved breakthrough commendable legal 
decisions. Effects were felt with the prosecution of people like Alex Tamba Brima who 
was convicted of violence against women and younger girls during the war, meaning 
that sexual violence would no longer be ignored or taken lightly. These prosecutions 
were not only intended for retribution, but were also concerned with the restoration of 
justice for the victims of such violence. The court seemed to focus more on the aid of the 
victims with adequate legal means of addressing any violence they had sustained and 
appropriate psychosocial support that would assist in managing the harm inflicted on 
them. 

This method was innovative in numerous ways. It acknowledged sexual violence 
as a superficial strategy of warfare whose aim is to instill fear so that entire societies are 
subjected to it. The focus on gender justice in the work of the SCSL contributed to 
changing the international community’s perception of sexual violence in the context of 
armed conflict, and impelled other international institutions including the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) to pay more attention to the issue of gender violence in their 
organizational framework (Schabas, 2006). Further, the support that the SCSL provided 
these victims in coping with the effects of war trauma became a blueprint to similar 
initiatives in the rest of the conflict areas. 
 
Community Outreach Programs  

The SCSL's outreach programs were perhaps the most creative and important 
operations of the SCSL. With an appreciation that the credibility of the court was tied to 
its active involvement with the citizens of Sierra Leone, the court implemented several 



Journal of Governance and Public Administration (JoGaPA) 
Volume 2, No 2 – Maret  2025 
e-ISSN : 3031-7584 

Hal. 535 
 

programs that targeted local populations in appreciating the work of the court. These 
included organization of public forums, school programs, and radio broadcasting of the 
court’s activities to sensitize people about how the court works and to bring its 
operations closer to the masses (Special Court for Sierra Leone, 2013). 

The outreach programs were meant to be not only educational but also serve to 
foster trust between the court and the people of Sierra Leone. Knowing the corrupt 
nature of the country’s legal systems, the mistrust that many citizens had, the efforts 
that the court made to reach out to these citizens were critical in rebuilding trust in the 
justice system. These include initiatives that enabled Sierra Leoneans, especially those 
in urban centers such as Freetown, to appreciate the role of the court and its 
contribution to the reconciliation of the country. However, such restrictiveness on the 
geographical scope undermined the efficacy of these outreach programs. While urban 
areas were well served, information dissemination moved services to expand into rural 
communities, which were often the most affected by the war but were poorly informed 
(Human Rights Watch World Report 2003 - Sierra Leone | Refworld, n.d.). Right from this 
perspective however, the court’s activities were a source of critical intervention for all 
other courts in the future irrespective of the target conflict by providing the relevant 
caveat that strategies should be broader based and inclusive irrespective of where the 
affected communities reside. 

Strengthening and restructuring all the institutions is a great challenge but it’s a 
mission for peace and that’s great. This is how the rest of the world should see it. Then 
that would help strengthen the finger of the SCSL’s work. “We did not strengthen the 
courts per se” one Sierra Leone magistrate remarked “we focused primarily on capacity 
building of the staff of the courts and the prosecutors.” What was the SCSL’s role in the 
end? It did not reinforce the judiciary per se, as a friend of mine put it. What vice did you 
get rid of, and what did you hope to gain? One needs to be realistic. 

The SCSL’s activities in institutional capacity building enhanced the culture of 
accountability and transparency in Sierra Leone’s legal framework.” The court’s effort at 
exposing local practitioners to international legal norms goes some steps toward 
helping Sierra Leone’s national legal system integrate with international law and 
strengthening the judicial framework in the process. This integration ensured that the 
court's effects exceeded the parameters of its mandate and such effects remained even 
after the court ceased its activities, and these effects are still felt today by the Sierra 
Leone legal framework. There were workshops, seminars and joint activities held so as 
to enable the local lawyers have a wide appreciation of international human rights law 
which would assist them in future litigations. Such processes of judicial capacity-
building have been important in forming a legal culture in Sierra Leone, which in the 
21st century is able to actively tackle justice, human rights and accountability issues 
(Marieke Wierda, n.d.). 
 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
Strengthening Legal Frameworks and Accountability 

With a view to achieving political stability and avoiding the resurgence of conflict 
in the future, it is recommended that a “rule of law” be encouraged in countries that 
have come out of conflict situations by putting in place reasonable, effective and 
functional legal systems such as the SCSL so that the society is able to deter or punish 
leaders who spearhead horrific acts like genocide or other crimes against humanity. In 
order to do this, governments’ understanding, appreciation and focus should be on 
installing policies that require the establishment of hybrid tribunals such as the SCSL 
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within societies coming out of conflict. Furthermore, these legal frameworks need to be 
robust so that provisions such as assisting in ensuring that accountability in pursuing 
the high-level offenders of war crimes and crimes against humanity prevailing in the 
society, and clarifying efficient ways of justice offers to the society. 

There are, nevertheless several aspects of the problem in designing such 
frameworks but international institutions such as the United Nations can play a pivotal 
role in aiding such countries establish effective policies by offering resources, 
knowledge and finance. The international community through other civil society 
organizations can offer technical assistance in sourcing for resources for these countries 
to avoid complicating or underfunding their commitments. The writers of this 
document were part of the SCSL and recognize the operational strengths and 
weaknesses which the international community can expand to broaden, promote and 
support legal frameworks that provide solutions to the problems of strengthening 
justice and accountability. 

The reconstruction of the institutions, as well as their capacity on domestic level, 
is a prerequisite for the establishment of self-sustaining justice systems dealing with 
complex legal matters. As such, it is recommended that comprehensive strategies are 
developed and put into place with the objectives of training the local legal practitioners, 
judges, and law enforcement officers which is the basis of graduate programs offered by 
local universities. These initiatives are targeted at instilling domestic actors with 
international knowledge with the aim of helping them to be able to enforce 
international legal norms in their respective countries. 

The experience of the SCSL highlights the relevance of integrating efforts for 
building capacity into a hybrid tribunal’s operational structure. For example, bridging 
programs, trainings, workshops, and projects seeking interaction between international 
and local actors might resolve the apparent disconnect between international justice 
and local legal systems. The enhancement of such local structures would provide a 
measure towards achieving sustainable justice and accountability while supporting the 
establishment of the rule of law in the post-conflict environment (Special Court for 
Sierra Leone, 2013). 

The active negotiation and involvement of communities must be seen as a critical 
component and goal of post-conflict crime and such approach encourages the 
achievement of legitimacy of post conflict justice mechanisms. It is equally important 
that outreach programs sensitive to the needs of the affected populations are 
formulated and implemented. Such initiatives should seek to raise the level of 
understanding of target groups in the areas of jurisdiction, procedures as well as results 
of the tribunal so that everyone, especially the population understands the value of the 
process of accounting and reconciling after war. 

Pour pathological social involvement outreach work should give preference to 
conflict-afflicted rural and marginalized areas, which stand last in the hierarchy of 
development efforts. Novel tools like forums, multilingual education and radio listening 
have been useful in overcoming these hurdles and in building confidence in the faith 
communities, and justice mechanisms. The outreach efforts of the SCSL have highlighted 
the possibilities of such programs, but the impact of such efforts could have been far 
greater with enhanced diversity and scale of coverage (Human Rights Watch World 

Report 2003 - Sierra Leone | Refworld, n.d.). 
As far as Gender violence is concerned addressing these injustices formed an 

integral part in the reconciliation measures after the genocide and civil conflict. 
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Such crimes as sexual violence, forced marriage and slavery should also be 
included and clearly punished as separate necessary functions submissions of the 
transitional justice institutions. They have husbands; they should marriages controlled 
by motherhood; but state actors ensure that the justice systems are gendered, 
preventing women from being subjected to gender violence and ensuring that they have 
social support programs available to them during court cases. 

Tracing its historical roots in Nuremberg Tribunal, the SCSL established a strong 
groundwork by emphasizing gender justice by prosecuting sexual violence as a war 
crime and crime against humanity. This would ensure that future tribunals do not 
sidestep this important aspect and encourage gender justice throughout their 
framework. In addition to providing justice to the survivors, such measures also help in 
the modification of cultural perception related to GBV in conflict areas, thus creating a 
foundation for fairer post-war societies (AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE, 

2002) 
 

Encouraging Global Partnerships 
For successful functioning of post conflict transitional justice mechanisms, 

international support is crucial. Instead, they should strategically collaborate with 
international bodies, donor and NGO organizations to get desired funding, technical and 
logistic assistance for transitional justice mechanisms. Additionally, such joint efforts 
also allow to import and use best practices from the ICTY, ICTR and SCSL tribunals 
which had already achieved tangible successes. 

International tribunals are in a position to secure the legitimacy and the 
resources required to perform through building a network of international 
stakeholders. In this way it will be possible to avoid recreating institutions or going 
through the same processes to keep learning, as the lessons from past justice 
interventions will be useful in shaping new ones (Marieke Wierda, n.d.). 

 
Ensuring Financial Sustainability 

The issue of financing hybrid tribunals requires attention if they are to be 
effective in the long run. Long Term Funding Strategies that address public-private 
partnerships and international grants need to be developed to overcome reliance on ad 
hoc donor funding. Setting up specific trust funds for post-conflict justice activities 
would help in securing the resources needed by the respective tribunals ensuring that 
they can concentrate on their core responsibilities without being resource constrained. 

Proper accountability and transparency of financial resources is very important, 
as well. Fund allocation and tribunal expenditure reporting should be put under the 
oversight of international as well as national authorities so that the funds are used 
responsibly and not misused or wasted (2021 Corruption Perceptions Index - Explore 

The… - Transparency.Org, n.d.; UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION AGAINST 

CORRUPTION, n.d.) 
 

Integrating Transitional Justice into National Development Plans  
National development concepts should incorporate transitional justice 

mechanisms so as to effectively and holistically deal with the causes of conflict. There is 
a need for state agencies to ensure that once justice processes are initiated, they are 
part of the processes that enhance national cohesion, development and political 
stability. The integration of justice processes into efforts directed towards Nation 
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building presents opportunities for harnessing both initiatives to yield the desired 
results. 

Transitional justice certainly has a part to play in development, as it might 
provide a chance to resolve long standing issues like poverty inequities and poor 
governance which are usually the causes of the conflicts in the first place. This 
integrated approach helps guarantee that the justice mechanisms assist the cause of 
development and peace and not merely tackle the aspects of conflict  

 
Leveraging Technology for Justice  

Time has come for the policymakers to consider the use of technology as it can 
be helpful in making the post conflict justice mechanisms work more efficiently in an 
integrated manner. The tribunal sessions, mobile tribunals, and other violent activities 
can be tackled through virtual means to make justice processes more broad-based. 

Jackson has set forth an argument that advocates for the use of the technologies 
that the SCSL adopted through the use of digital media and other communication 
methods. He argues that by adopting these technologies, tribunals are able to cut down 
their cost, operate more efficiently and get more people to participate in the process of 
administering justice (Jackson, 2002). 

 
Establishing Monitoring and Evaluation Mechanisms 

There is a need for robust supervision and evaluation frameworks to ensure 
effective implementation of the mechanisms employed for resolving conflicts. New Key 
Performance Indicators should be developed to ensure that governments are able to 
prove that progress is being made in areas such as the prosecution of cases, responding 
to the needs of the victims and securing peace. 

Constant monitoring can reveal shortcomings in the justice system and bring 
about necessary changes in policies, making sure that the needs of the affected 
populations are taken into consideration by the tribunals. Proper M&E system can also 
strengthen accountability and transparency and confidence of people in the justice 
institutions (Lars, 2016). 

 
Encouraging Victim Participation 

One of the key features of the effective post-conflict justice systems is the 
inclusion of victims in its processes. Policymakers can consider formulating measures 
allowing victims to take part in case building, trial and storytelling. Including victims 
not only adds to the credibility of the justice process but also guarantees that the people 
who suffered the most from the conflict are given a voice that is listened to and 
appreciated (Marah et al, 2024) 

Victims can express themselves and seek justice through mechanisms like victim 
impact statements, public hearings, and participatory forums. Thus, making victims part 
of the equation will help the tribunals to promote ownership by the affected 
communities and improve the success of the post-conflict justice mechanisms (Marieke 
Wierda, n.d.) 

  
CONCLUSION  

This article attempts to analyze the impact and legacy of the Special Court for 
Sierra Leone (SCSL) regarding post-conflict accountability and transitional justice. 
Evaluation was conducted in the case of the SCSL using five constituents: high-profile 
prosecutions, violence against women, community outreach, institutional capacity 
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building, and contributions to transitional justice. 
From the data collected, it was clear that the SCSL achieved important legal and 

symbolic results, such as the prosecution of high political office holders and military 
personnel like Charles Taylor and other key members of the RUF. These legal 
proceedings helped to strengthen the notion that even sitting presidents are not 
immune to the application of international law. The court also advanced legal 
provisions in post-conflict justice by acknowledging, for the first time, the willful 
perpetration of sexual and gender-based violence as distinct international crimes. 

In addition, the SCSL undertook considerable work in the field of legal outreach 
and institution-building. The SCSL’s SCAP policy particularly benefited urban 
populations to the detriment of those in rural areas that were most affected by the 
war. The capacity-building programs of the SCSL created prospects for a more 
professional and internationally responsive judiciary in Sierra Leone. 

Additionally, the research pinpointed significant constraints. The Court’s overall 
impact and sustainability were affected by financial limitations, insufficient 
involvement in rural areas, and the absence of linkage with customary justice systems. 
These issues indicate that future hybrid tribunals need to consider a wider range of 
local frameworks and invite a broader scope of participants. 

To summarize, the SCSL is an important example for other mechanisms of 
transitional justice in relation to subsequent conflicts. Its legacy really shows that 
there is a need to balance approaches toward international legal obligations and also 
domestic realities, with a greater local focus on victim-centered policies and sustained 
investment in national legal systems. It can be argued that, in the wake of conflicts, 
societies need to strengthen their legal systems in ways that encourage responsible 
governance, foster societal integration, and ensure enduring tranquility. 
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